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HAITI. 

CAPE  HAITIEN. 

By  Consul  Lieiiinel   ^^'.  LivinKstoii,  Juno   I.'. 

Conditions  in  Haiti  have  improved  greatly  since  the  American 
occupation  and  the  ratitic^ition  by  both  countries  of  a  customs  con- 
vention containing  provisions  guaranteeing  tlie  maintenance  of  a 
peaceful  and  orderly''  (Government.  l*revious  to  the  American  occu- 
pation, liowever,  the  northern  part  of  Haiti  suffered  from  the  tempo- 
rary interruption  of  business  resulting  from  the  occasional  blockade 
of  the  i)ort,  the  seizure  or  temporary  closing  of  the  customhouse,  the 
difficulties  the  country  i>eople  experienced  in  bringing  their  produce 
to  the  market,  the  neglect  of  the  coffee  crop  or  the  diversion  of  a 
large  poi-tion  of  this  staple  product  to  points  across  the  frontier,  and 
to  the  losses  in  the  general  destruction  of  the  buiklings  and  machin- 
ery of  the  large  plantations  and  the  inability  of  the  proprietors  to 
restore  them. 

A  comparati\e  s-t^itement  of  the  ex])orts  and  imports  for  the  past 
three  j'ears  shoAvs  the  extent  of  the  decline  after  1013.  Owing  to  the 
European  Avar  facilities  for  the  exportation  of  the  staple  products 
of  the  country  were  much  reduced. 

The  beneficient  effects  of  a  stable  Government  have  already  mani- 
fested themselves,  and  the  pro<luctive  class  ap^x^ars  to  be  satisfied 
"vvith  present  conditions. 

■Various  Improvements  to  be  Noted. 

There  are  already  signs  that  tlie  marketing  of  staple  products 
will  soon  be  considerably  extended,  and  as  increased  consumption 
should  necessarily  follow,  it  is  thought  that  imports  and  exports  will 
increase  in  i)roportion. 

Organizations  are  being  formed  for  the  establishment  of  large  ag- 
ricultural and  industrial  enterprises  and  American  capital  is  being 
solicited  for  their  development.  A  market  should  thus  be  created 
for  American  machinery  and  agricultural  implements.  The  improve- 
ment of  the  i)ublic  highways,  which  has  already  counnenced,  will 
increase  general  production  and  extend  the  market  for  American 
vehicles. 

The  European  war  has  considerably  hampered  commercial  activity 
and  has  caused  an  appreciable  rise  in  the  prices  of  many  articles  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  and  from  Europe. 
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Increased  Importations  from  the  TTnited  States — Exports. 

Owinu:  to  tlip  small  importations  from  Europe  there  has  been  a 
corresponding:  increase  in  the  importations  from  the  United  States 
and  American  floods  are  bein^:  more  commonly  used  than  ever  before. 

A  list  of  the  articles,  with  their  values,  exported  from  Cape 
Haitien  to  the  United  States  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915,  follows: 


Articles. 


Cocoa 

C.ollee 

(Goatskins 
Hides.... 
Logwood. 


1913 


$32,614 


21,851 
'33,074 


1914 


$22,401 

7,953 

16,310 

332 

15,827 


1915 


$39,557 

11,087 

13,906 

r/,417 

1,711 


Articles. 


i  lyORwood  roots. . 

Old  copper 

All  otherarticles. 

Total 


1913 


$19,787 


1,517 


109,443 


1914 


93,601 
235 


68,859 


1915 


$663 

2,836 


87,177 


The  values  of  the  exports  from  Cape  Haitien  to  Europe  for  1913, 
1914,  and  1915  follow : 


Articles. 


1913 


1914 


1915 


Articles. 


1913 


1914 


1915 


C^fTec 

Cocoa 

Cotton 

Cotton  seed 
rjoatskins.. 
Hides 


$1,057,229 

39,633 

3,574 

1.157 

15,745 

15,449 


$318,097 
45,781 
3,444 


$291,908 

20,500 

5,015 

8,141 


8,826 


10,263 


Honey 

I.ogwood 

Wax 

Allotherartlcle 

Total 


$22,416 

88,913 

1,714 

8,577 


$17,152 
6,892 
1,706 
1,541 


$13,493 

196 

2,808 

105 


1,2^,407 


403,439 


352,418 


Imports  During  the  Past  Three  Tears. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  values  of  the  imports  entered 
at  Cape  Haitien  by  countries  during  the  years  1913,  1914,  and  1915 : 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  Slates 

$805,943 

204, 146 

77,768 

04,233 

$586,541 
60,329 
36,926 
18,371 

$532,755 
24,929 
3,197 

Italy 

$25,864 
16,499 

$3,498 
4,102 

Trance          .  . 

other  countries 

Total 

1,194,453 

709,767 

$560,881 

PORT  DE  PAIX  AGENCY. 

By  Consular   Agent   C.   Abegg. 

There  were  larger  importations  into  Port  de  Paix  during  1915 
than  in  the  previous  j'ear,  due  partly  to  improved  credit  facilities 
Avhich  allowed  merchants  here  to  remit  drafts  on  Europe  to  pay 
American  bills  for  American  merchandise.  There  were  few  signs 
of  prosperit)'  in  the  country,  however,  and  the  people  limited  them- 
selves to  buying  only  strict  necessities,  and  few  European  goods 
were  imported. 

Increased  Exportations  of  Cocoa  and  Coffee. 

Exportations,  especially  of  cocoa  and  coffee,  also  increased,  which 
may  be  due  to  improved  customs  conditions.  On  the  other  hand, 
however,  a  large  portion  of  the  exports  were  deviated  from  the  Cape 
districts  to  this  port,  oAving  to  political  conditions  in  that  section  of 
the  country. 
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The  high  prices  obtained  for  coffee  and  favorable  opportunities 
for  shipping  it  to  France  and  the  Netherlands  by  direct  steamers 
were  in  favor  of  this  article.  The  quality  was  especially  good  owing 
to  the  excessive  drought  during  the  crop  months  at  the  beginning 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Large  quantities  of  coffee  from  Limbe, 
Borgne,  Anse  a  Foleur,  etc.,  which  are  ordinarily  sent  to  the  Cape 
were  directed  to  this  port  in  1915. 

There  were  fairly  largo  shipments  of  cocoa  to  America  at  the 
beginning  of  1015 ;  prices  suddenly  dropped,  however,  and  ship- 
ments were  suspended. 

Demand  for  Haitian  Logwood  in  the  United  States. 

Toward  the  end  of  1915  there  was  a  sudden  demand  for  logwood 
from  New  York,  which,  if  it  continues,  should  greatly  influence  con- 
ditions here. 

Only  one  tramp  steamer  called  at  Mole  St.  Nicholas  during  1915, 
taking  on  about  540  tons  of  logwood. 

Trade  with  United  States — Shipping. 

The  values  of  exports  invoiced  at  the  Port  de  Paix  agency  for  the 
United  States  during  1914  and  1915  are  given  herewith : 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


Beeswax 

Brcsilletwood. 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Fustic 

Qoatdcins 


$3,538 


7,419 

5,311 

35 

5,292 


$3,658 
55 
45,899 
16,638 
603 
10,904 


Hides 

Heney 

Lignum-vitiB , 
Logwood 


$318 
42.140 


$1,947 

59 

563 

70,361 


Total. 


64,043 


150,667 


Merchandise  to  the  value  of  $268,596  was  exported  from  the  United 
States  to  Port  de  Paix  in  1915,  and  the  imports  from  Europe  were 
valued  at  $5,520. 

In  1915, 64  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  amounting  to  95,452,  called  at  Port 
de  Paix.  Of  this  number  47  were  Dutch  steamers  of  76,375  registered 
tonnage.  There  were  three  American  steamers  and  an  an  equal  num- 
ber of  American  schooners,  and  the  total  tonnage  of  the  six  vessels 
amounted  to  4,612. 

GONAIVES  AGENCY. 

By  Consnlar  Agcut  .J.  William  M'oel. 

Owing  to  the  European  war  the  volume  of  trade  with  European 
countries  was  much  reduced  in  1915.  On  the  other  hand,  exports  to 
the  United  States  increased  considerably.  The  port  is  connected  with 
Europe  by  two  steamship  lines;  the  French  line  with  ships  running 
between  Bordeaux  and  Haiti,  via  Porto  Rico,  and  the  Royal  Dutch 
line  with  ships  running  between  Amsterdam  and  Haitian  ports. 
The  French  company  sends  one  ship  and  the  Dutch  company  two 
ships  each  month  to  this  port.  The  latter  line  also  connects  Gonaives 
with  the  United  States.  During  1915  one  American  schooner  entered 
the  port  in  ballast  and  cleared  for  Chester,  Pa.,  with  a  cargo  of 
logwood,  logwood  roots,  and  fustics,  valued  at  about  $9,000. 
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Trade  with  the  United  States. 

Tlie  exports  to  tho  United  States  as  invoiced  at  the  Gonaives 
si«xen«T  inciPiisod  from  $08,D;U  in  1914  to  $169,177  for  1915.  The 
quantities  and  values  were  as  follows: 


Art  ides. 

1914 

1915 

Quantities. 

Values. 

QuanUtles. 

Values. 

Beeswax 

Hones  (dried) 

pounds.. 

do 

1,373 

$503 

4,716 
38,226 
20,349 
830,512 
04,*H5 
428,000 
110,000 

(1,382 

51 S 

Coi'oa 

do.... 

2  512 

ColToe 

Cotlou 

do... 

do  . 

060,381 
2, 207 
63,000 
24,465 
2,300 

56,829 

300 

567 

9,271 

400 

8<J,24:< 
4  550 

Fustic 

Goatskins 

Hides 

.'.".'.".'.'.'.".".".'.'.".".".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.do..'!! 
do.... 

3,641 
29,688 

Honey 

Lj^nm  \ita; 

L  op\v  oo<l 

l.ocxvood  roots 

Olci  copper 

Shellac.. 

do.... 

7,000 

3,198,000 

160,  (KX) 

1,281,000 

550 

2,605 

2 

3.53 

!!!!!!!!!!'.!".".*.".!!!!!!!do!!!! 

3,965,260 

30,563 

26,514 
1  44U 

do.... 

8,109 

do... 

do.... 

565 
1,415 

40 
231 

55 
492 
780 

'Au  tie  shells 

pound.s . . 

43 

230 

Total 

98,934 

169  177 

The  articles  with  their  values  imported  from  the  United  States  into 
the  port  of  Gonaives  during  the  year  1915  follow: 


Articles, 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Pork 

$18,182 
31,055 
6,040 
15, 540 
41, 750 
18,600 

Kerosene 

$4,2.)2 
7,000 
130 
1,920 
l,40r> 
4,050 

Smoked  herring 

$7,360 
2,640 

Codfish 

Tobacco 

Mackerel 

Alcwives...... 

Hiscuits 

Butter 

19,400 

ITaius              .  .  . 

Total 

Soap 

Beer 

179, 83i 

I^ard 

Salt  beef 
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